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Showing at 1:15pm on November 2.

Global Justice  
Film Festival
Creating the 

World We Want 
November 1 & 2, 2013

www.globaljusticefilmfestival.ca

The Global Justice Film Festival is a coalition of orga-
nizations and individuals who support a better vision for our 
world. Our purpose is to call together people who are curious 
about and/or committed to the care of creation and the neces-
sity for global peace and justice. We also seek to engage them 
in dialogue and information sharing through the use of films, 
displays, and music. We must believe that another world is pos-
sible and act to make it so.

Ticket Prices:
Friday Evening ...........................   $10 advance 

$12 at the door (cash only) 
$5 student/low income

Saturday .........................................  $15 advance 
$20 at the door (cash only) 
$10 student/low income

We encourage you to purchase your tickets in advance at the 
following locations:

www.globaljusticefilmfestival.ca
McNally Robinson Booksellers, Grant Park
U of W Info Booth
U of M Answers Booth 
MCIC, 302-280 Smith Street
Check our website www.globaljusticefilmfestival.ca  
for additional locations.

For more information: 204.987.6420

The Global Justice Film Festival is a coalition with individual 
representation from the following organizations:

Amnesty International - Group 19
Canadian Catholic Organization for Development  

and Peace - Manitoba
Council of Canadians - Winnipeg Chapter
KAIROS - Canadian Ecumenical Justice Initiatives,  

Cambrian-Agassiz Region
Manitoba Council for International Cooperation 
MATCH International 
Menno Simons College
Peace Alliance Winnipeg
Project Peacemakers 
St. Mary’s Road United Church Foundation
University of Winnipeg: Global College - Ridd Institute for 

Religion and Global Policy 
United Church of Canada - Conference of Manitoba and 

Northwestern Ontario

For more information call 204.987.6420 or visit our 
website at www.globaljusticefilmfestival.ca.

The Global Justice Film Festival is co-sponsored 
by the World Community Development Society, 
worldcommunity.ca, and features films from the 
Traveling World Community Film Festival. We 
appreciate their support. We also want to thank the 
Winnipeg Foundation for their generous support .

Symphony of the Soil
104 min | 2012 
Director: Deborah Koons Garcia 
Venue, Room 4M31

Drawing from ancient knowledge and cutting edge science, Sym-

phony of the Soil is an artistic exploration of the miraculous sub-

stance, soil. By understanding the elaborate relationships and mu-

tuality between soil, water, the atmosphere, plants and animals, 

we come to appreciate the complex and dynamic nature of this 

precious resource. The film also examines our human relationship 

with soil, the use and misuse of soil in agriculture, deforestation 

and development, and the latest scientific research on soil’s key 

role in ameliorating the most challenging environmental issues 

of our time. Filmed on four continents, featuring esteemed scien-

tists and working farmers and ranchers, Symphony of the Soil is 

an intriguing presentation that highlights possibilities of healthy 

soil creating healthy plants creating healthy humans living on a 

healthy planet.  Best American Film, Traverse City Film Festival

Please check our website at  
www.globaljusticefilmfestival.ca  

for program updates!

Friday Night, 7p.m.
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All screenings:  

University of Winnipeg,  

515 Portage Avenue

Friday evening:  

Symphony of the Soil, 7pm, 

4M31 (Manitoba Hall)

For ticket & program info, 

please visit: 

www.globaljusticefilmfestival.ca 

or phone 204.987.6420

Featuring films from the Traveling World  

Community Film Festival and presented by  

the Global Justice Film Festival Coalition.



Venue 1, Room 1L11

Carbon Rush 
85 min. | 2012 Kinosmith 
Director: Amy Miller
Hundreds of hydroelectric 
dams in Panama-- incinera-
tors burning garbage in In-
dia-- biogas extracted from 
palm oil in Honduras-- eu-
calyptus forests harvested for charcoal in Brazil; 
what do these projects have in common? The Car-
bon Rush travels across four continents and brings 
us up close to projects working through the United 
Nations Kyoto Protocol designed Clean Develop-
ment Mechanism. This groundbreaking docu-
mentary asks the fundamental questions, “What 
happens when we manipulate markets to solve 
the climate crisis? Who gains and who suffers?” 

Venue 2, Room 1L12

Bitter Seeds 
87 min. | 2012 
Director: Micha X. Peled
In the years since the World Trade Organization 
forced India to open its markets to genetically modified 
seeds such as Monsanto’s BT Cotton, farmers have been 
forced into untenable debt in order to buy the more ex-
pensive seeds and the fertilizers and pesticides required 
to make them grow. A deeply affecting, character-driven 
film, Bitter Seeds weaves a rich tapestry of compelling 
human stories, that allows you to enter a world that is 
both personal and profound. Oxfam Global Justice Award 
& Winner Green Screen competition at IDFA; Jury Award, Green Festival Korea

Venue 3, Room 1L13

Surviving Progress 
87 min. | 2012
Directors: Mathieu Roy and Harold Crooks
Executive Producer: Martin Scorsese
Surviving Progress is a stunning feature documentary that connects the fi-
nancial collapse, growing inequity, and the Wall Street oligarchy, with future 
technology, sustainability and the fate of civilization. Civilizations are repeat-
edly destroyed by “progress traps” where alluring technologies serve immedi-
ate needs, but ransom the future. Surviving Progress brings us thinkers who 
have probed our primate past, our brains and our societies. Some amplify an 
urgent warning, while others have faith that the very progress that’s put us in 
jeopardy is also the key to our salvation.

Venue 4, Room 4M31

Sing Your Song  
104 min. | 2011 
Filmmaker: Susanne Rostock
Sing Your Song surveys the life and times of singer/actor/activist Harry Belafon-
te. This inspirational biographical film begins with Belafonte’s birth in Harlem 
in 1927, his childhood years in Jamaica, through to his discovery of theatre, and 
to his career as a singer. Belafonte is a tenacious hands-on activist, who worked 
intimately with Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., mobilized celebrities for social jus-
tice, participated in the struggle against apartheid in South Africa, and took ac-
tion to counter gang violence and the incarceration of youth. Most Popular Non-
fiction Film Award, Vancouver Int’l Film Festival

Venue 1, Room 1L11

Peace Out 
80 min. | 2011 
Director: Charles Wilkinson
In Canada’s vast Peace River region the mega-proj-
ects include a major new dam, tens of thousands of 
hydro-fracked shale gas wells, a nuclear power plant, 
and the Tar Sands. Peace Out is a deeply heartfelt ac-
count of what’s really going on up North and how 
our choices down South are making it so. Special Jury 
Prize, HotDocs; Most Popular Canadian Documentary, 
2011 Vancouver Int’l Film Festival

Venue 2, Room 1L12

Big Boys Gone Bananas!  
87 min. | 2012  Kinosmith
Director: Fredrik Gertten
In 2009, Fredrik Gertten’s docu-
mentary, Bananas!, chronicling 
a lawsuit against controversial 
food giant Dole, was set to pre-
miere at the Los Angeles Film 
Festival. Big Boys Gone Bananas! 
is an in-depth case study of an independent filmmak-

er’s David and Goliath battle with a corporate machine. As Dole’s PR company puts 
it, “It is easier to cope with a bad conscience than a bad reputation”.  

Venue 3, Room 1L13

Hooked on Growth 
55 min. | 2011 
Director: Dave Gardner
How do we become a sustainable civilization? This film takes a unique approach 
among environmental documentaries. Rather than dispensing facts about climate 
change, peak energy, and other critical issues, it examines the cultural barriers that 
prevent us from acting rationally. It asks why population conversations are so difficult 
to have, and why a roaring economy is more important to us than a survivable planet. 

Maestra 
33 min. | 2012 
Director: Catherine Murphy
In Cuba in 1961, 250,000 volunteers taught 700,000 people to read and write in one 
year. 100,000 of the teachers were under 18 years old. Over half were women. Mae-
stra explores this story through the personal testimonies of the women who went 
out to teach literacy in rural communities across the island--and found themselves 
deeply transformed in the process. Maestra is a compelling and beautifully filmed 
reconstruction of one of the most significant campaigns in Cuba’s history. 

Venue 4, Room 4M31

Shift Change: Putting Democracy to Work 
70 min. | 2012 
Directors: Mark Dworkin and Melissa Young
Shift Change tells the little known stories of employee-owned businesses that 
compete successfully in today’s economy while providing secure, dignified jobs in 
democratic workplaces. With the economic crisis, millions have been thrown out 
of work, and many are losing their homes. Some citizens and public officials are 
ready to think outside of the box, to reinvent economies in order to restore long 
term community stability and a more egalitarian way of life. This film takes us to 
the Mondragón Cooperative Corporation that, since the 1950s, has transformed a 
depressed area of Spain into one of the most productive in Europe with a high stan-
dard of living and an egalitarian way of life. 

11:45 a.m. 
BEST OF THE FEST 2012

Venue 1, Room 1L11

I AM  
77 min. | 2010

I AM is an utterly engaging and entertaining non-
fiction film that poses two practical and provocative 
questions: what is wrong with our world, and what 
can we do to make it better? The filmmaker behind 
the inquiry is Tom Shadyac, one of Hollywood’s lead-
ing comedy practitioners and the creative force be-
hind such blockbusters as “Ace Ventura,” “Liar,Liar,” 
“The Nutty Professor” and “Bruce Almighty.” Howev-
er, in I AM, Shadyac steps in front of the camera to re-
count what happened to him after a cycling accident 
left him incapacitated, possibly for good.  Though he 
ultimately recovered, he emerged with a new sense 
of purpose, determined to share his own awakening 
to his prior life of excess and greed, and to investigate 
how he as an individual and we as a race, could im-
prove the way we live and walk in the world.

Venue 1, Room 1L11

Bidder 70 
70 min. | 2012 
Directors: Beth and George Gage
Bidder 70 centres on an extraordinarily ingenious and effective 
act of civil disobedience demanding government and industry 
accountability. In the name of climate justice, University of 
Utah economics student Tim DeChristopher purchased oil and 
gas lease rights to thousands of acres of  federal land in southern Utah, even though 
he had no intention of paying for it.  Follow Tim (Bidder 70) from college student to 
incarcerated felon. Powerful, intelligent and very entertaining, Bidder 70 will show 
you how one person can change the world. This is a truly inspiring story. 

Venue 2, Room 1L12

Nothing Like Chocolate 
67 min. | 2012 
Director: Kum-Kum Bhavnani, Narrator: Susan Sarandon
Nothing like Chocolate tells the moving story of the relentless and headstrong Mott 
Green, founder of the Grenada Chocolate Company, as he pursues his unique vi-
sion to create the best chocolate in the world from scratch. Solar power, employee 
shareholding and small-scale antique equipment turn out delicious chocolate in 
the hamlet of Hermitage, Grenada. Finding hope in an industry entrenched in en-
slaved child labor, irresponsible corporate greed and tasteless, synthetic products, 
Nothing like Chocolate tells a compelling story of a positive alternative based on 
fairness, community, sustainability and high quality.

Venue 3, Room 1L13

Flood of Change (Premiere) 
33 min. | 2013
Director: Chris Hsiung
In Nepal, water resources are rich and plentiful; however, this does not mean the wa-
ter is safe to drink. Flood of Change is an engaging documentary that shares the story 
of three youth and their movement to take action around water, sanitation and hy-
giene (WASH) issues. The story begins with the creation of Paschim Paaila, a youth 
network, and their response to a 2009 cholera epidemic that claimed more than 400 
lives. Inspired to action, the members of Paschim Paaila work tirelessly to promote 
healthy behaviors in their communities, encouraging other youth to participate, and 
take on leadership that promote WASH education.  This film will also be followed by 
a screening of the Making of Flood of Change.

Reflections: Art for an Oil Free Coast   
22 min. | 2012 
Director: Cameron Dennison
This is the story of an expedition of fifty artists into the stunning and remote land-
scape of British Columbia’s Great Bear Rainforest, a landscape they feel is threatened 
by Enbridge’s proposed Northern Gateway pipeline and supertanker project. 

Venue 4, Room 4M31

United States of Africa 
75 min. | 2011 
Director: Yanick Letourneau
African hip hop pioneer Didier Awadi is on a quest to craft an al-
bum that pays tribute to the great black revolutionary leaders and 
their struggle to realize a dream, a united and independent Africa. 
In this epic musical and political journey, Awadi visits some 40 
countries to collaborate with hip hop activist artists. Featuring a 
score by Ghislain Poirier, as well as Awadi’s own songs, United States of Africa draws 
the viewer into one artist’s profound meditation on the power of music and the impact 
of political engagement, both individual and collective.

Venue 1, Room 1L11

Dirty Energy  
94 min. | 2011 
Director: Bryan Hopkins
Dirty Energy tells the personal story of those directly affected by the spill who 
are now struggling to rebuild their lives amidst economic devastation and long-
term health risks. Social Justice Award, Santa Barbara International Film Festival

Walk in Beauty: Clean Energy for a Changeable World  
14 min. | 2012 
Filmmaker: Doug Crawford
The Navajo territory of “Four Corners” has often been char-
acterized as an “energy sacrifice zone” where people from 
California, Arizona, Nevada and New Mexico have flipped 
their switches in complete ignorance of the devastating con-
sequences of their choices. 

Venue 2, Room 1L12

Edible City 
72 min. | 2012 
Directors: Andrew Hasse and Carl Grether 
Edible City is a film that tells the stories of extraordinary 
people who are digging their hands into the dirt, working 
to transform their communities and doing something truly 
revolutionary--growing local  systems that are socially just, 
environmentally sound, and economically resilient. 

A New Leaf: Confronting a Food Crisis
30 min | 2013
Salt + Light
The documentary follows a reporter in Niger as he learns more about the 2012 
food crisis in the Sahel region, and shows how Development & Peace respond-
ed through Caritas Niger with help from the Canadian Foodgrains Bank.

Venue 3, Room 1L13

My Neighbourhood  
30 min. | 2012 
Filmmakers: Rebekah Wingert-Jabi and Julia Bacha
Mohammed El Kurd is a Palestinian boy growing up in the neighbourhood of 
Sheikh Jarrah in the heart of East Jerusalem. Mohammed’s family is forced to give 
up part of their home to Israeli settlers. To their surprise, they are joined by scores 
of Israeli supporters who are horrified to see what is being done in their name.

Life on Victor Street (Premiere)   
30 min. | 2012 
Director: Kirby Hammond
This short documentary depicts an Aboriginal Winnipeg teen’s struggle to 
stay in school and away from local gangs.   

Venue 4, Room 4M31

Heart of Sky, Heart of Earth 
98 min. | 2012 
Directors: Frauke Sandig and Eric Black
The ancient Maya believed this present world would end and a new cycle arise 
after 5125 years. The documentary follows six young Maya in Guatemala and 
Chiapas through their daily and ceremonial life. As corporations go to the ends 
of the earth to extract all resources, these Maya reveal their determination 
to resist the destruction of their culture and environment. Best Int’l Feature, 
Planet in Focus Film Festival

All screenings take place at the University of Winnipeg

SATURDAY10:00 - 11:45 a.m. SATURDAY1:15 - 2:30 p.m. SATURDAY2:45 - 4:00 p.m. SATURDAY4:15 - 6:00 p.m.


